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Mr President,

Amnesty International welcomes Thailand’s acceptance of recommendations to
criminalise torture and enforced disappearances,® to ratify the Optional Protocol to
the Convention against Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treatment
or Punishment,? and to create independent bodies under the Ministry of Justice to
inspect prisoners in all places of detention® and to investigate all torture
allegations.* We urge the government to promptly implement these
recommendations and to put in place safeguards against arbitrary detention,
torture and other ill-treatment for all detainees without exceptions.

We are concerned, however, that emergency laws and decrees permitting
detention in unofficial places of detention, without judicial overview or
safeguards, increase the risk of torture and other ill-treatment. Thailand continues
to enforce legislation® criminalising the rights to freedom of expression and
assembly, and to prosecute the realisation of these rights. Human rights
defenders have been prosecuted and convicted for criminal defamation for their
peaceful human rights work. We regret Thailand’s rejection of recommendations
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to release individuals detained or imprisoned for the peaceful exercise of their
rights to freedom of expression and assembly,® and call on the government to
immediately and unconditionally drop all such charges and to amend or repeal
laws excessively restricting these rights.’

While the authorities have announced the phasing out the use of military courts
for civilians,® individuals charged prior to this announcement - including for
security crimes, violation of official decrees and offences against the monarchy -
continue to face unfair trial in military courts. We therefore regret Thailand’s
rejection of all recommendations calling for an end to the use of military courts
for civilians.®

While Amnesty International welcomes Thailand’s acceptance of a
recommendation to commute death sentences,© it is regrettable that the
government has rejected the recommendations and to establish a formal
moratorium on executions!! and to abolish the death penalty.!?
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